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Facts and Figures 

 More than 700 million people, or 10% of the world population, still live in 

extreme poverty. Surviving on less than US$1.90 a day. 

 Having a job does not guarantee a decent living. In fact, 8 per cent of 

employed workers and their families worldwide lived in extreme poverty in 

2018. 

 Globally, there are 122 women aged 25 to 34 living in extreme poverty for 

every 100 men of the same age group. 

 The majority of people living on less than $1.90 a day live in sub-Saharan 

Africa. 

 High poverty rates are often found in small, fragile and conflict-affected 

countries. 

 Poverty affects children disproportionately. One out of five children live in 

extreme poverty. 

 As of 2018, 55% of the world’s population have no access to social 

protection. 

 In 2018, only 41% of women giving birth received maternity cash benefits. 
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Hunger 

 An estimated 821 million people were undernourished in 2017. 

 The majority of the world’s hungry people live in developing countries, 

where 12.9 per cent of the population is undernourished. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa remains the region with the highest prevalence of 

hunger, with the rate increasing from 20.7 per cent in 2014 to 23.2 per cent 

in 2017. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, the number of undernourished people increased from 

195 million in 2014 to 237 million in 2017. 

 Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45 per cent) of deaths in children under 

five – 3.1 million children each year. 

 149 million children under 5 years of age—22 per cent of the global under-5 

population—were still chronically undernourished in 2018. 

Food security 

 Agriculture is the single largest employer in the world, providing livelihoods 

for 40 per cent of today’s global population. It is the largest source of 

income and jobs for poor rural households. 

 500 million small farms worldwide, most still rainfed, provide up to 80 per 

cent of food consumed in a large part of the developing world. Investing in 

smallholder women and men is an important way to increase food security 

and nutrition for the poorest, as well as food production for local and global 

markets. 
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 Since the 1900s, some 75 per cent of crop diversity has been lost from 

farmers’ fields. Better use of agricultural biodiversity can contribute to more 

nutritious diets, enhanced livelihoods for farming communities and more 

resilient and sustainable farming systems. 

 If women farmers had the same access to resources as men, the number of 

hungry in the world could be reduced by up to 150 million. 

 840 million people have no access to electricity worldwide – most of whom 

live in rural areas of the developing world. Energy poverty in many regions 

is a fundamental barrier to reducing hunger and ensuring that the world can 

produce enough food to meet future demand. 
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Child health 

 17,000 fewer children die each day than in 1990, but more than five million 

children still die before their fifth birthday each year. 

 Since 2000, measles vaccines have averted nearly 15.6 million deaths. 

 Despite determined global progress, an increasing proportion of child deaths 

are in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. Four out of every five deaths 

of children under age five occur in these regions. 

 Children born into poverty are almost twice as likely to die before the age of 

five as those from wealthier families. 

 Children of educated mothers—even mothers with only primary schooling—

are more likely to survive than children of mothers with no education. 

Maternal health 

 Maternal mortality has fallen by 37% since 2000. 

 In Eastern Asia, Northern Africa and Southern Asia, maternal mortality has 

declined by around two-thirds. 

 But maternal mortality ratio – the proportion of mothers that do not survive 

childbirth compared to those who do –   in developing regions is still 14 

times higher than in the developed regions. 

 More women are receiving antenatal care. In developing regions, antenatal 

care increased from 65 per cent in 1990 to 83 per cent in 2012. 

 Only half of women in developing regions receive the recommended amount 

of health care they need. 
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 Fewer teens are having children in most developing regions, but progress 

has slowed. The large increase in contraceptive use in the 1990s was not 

matched in the 2000s. 

 The need for family planning is slowly being met for more women, but 

demand is increasing at a rapid pace. 

HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

 36.9 million people globally were living with HIV in 2017. 

 21.7 million million people were accessing antiretroviral therapy in 2017. 

 1.8 million people became newly infected with HIV in 2017. 

 940 000 people died from AIDS-related illnesses in 2017. 

 77.3 million people have become infected with HIV since the start of the 

epidemic. 

 35.4 million people have died from AIDS-related illnesses since the start of 

the epidemic. 

 Tuberculosis remains the leading cause of death among people living with 

HIV, accounting for around one in three AIDS-related deaths. 

 Globally, adolescent girls and young women face gender-based inequalities, 

exclusion, discrimination and violence, which put them at increased risk of 

acquiring HIV. 

 HIV is the leading cause of death for women of reproductive age worldwide. 

 AIDS is now the leading cause of death among adolescents (aged 10–19) in 

Africa and the second most common cause of death among adolescents 

globally. 

 Over 6.2 million malaria deaths have been averted between 2000 and 2015, 

primarily of children under five years of age in sub-Saharan Africa. The 

global malaria incidence rate has fallen by an estimated 37 per cent and the 

mortality rates by 58 per cent. 
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Obtaining a quality education is the foundation to creating sustainable 

development. In addition to improving quality of life, access to inclusive education 

can help equip locals with the tools required to develop innovative solutions to the 

world’s greatest problems.In the past decade, major progress has been made 

towards increasing access to education at all levels and increasing enrollment rates 

in schools particularly for women and girls.  

 Enrolment in primary education in developing countries has reached 91 per 

cent but 57 million primary age children remain out of school. 

 More than half of children that have not enrolled in school live in sub-

Saharan Africa. 

 An estimated 50 per cent of out-of-school children of primary school age 

live in conflict-affected areas. 

 617 million youth worldwide lack basic mathematics and literacy skills. 

The reasons for lack of quality education are due to lack of adequately trained 

teachers, poor conditions of schools and equity issues related to opportunities 

provided to rural children. For quality education to be provided to the children of 

impoverished families, investment is needed in educational scholarships, teacher 

training workshops, school building and improvement of water and electricity 

access to schools. 
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 Globally, 750 million women and girls were married before the age of 18 

and at least 200 million women and girls in 30 countries have undergone 

FGM. 

 The rates of girls between 15-19 who are subjected to FGM (female genital 

mutilation) in the 30 countries where the practice is concentrated have 

dropped from 1 in 2 girls in 2000 to 1 in 3 girls by 2017. 

 In 18 countries, husbands can legally prevent their wives from working; in 

39 countries, daughters and sons do not have equal inheritance rights. 

 One in five women and girls, including 19 per cent of women and girls aged 

15 to 49, have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate 

partner within the last 12 months. Yet, 49 countries have no laws that 

specifically protect women from such violence. 

 While women have made important inroads into political office across the 

world, their representation in national parliaments at 23.7 per cent is still far 

from parity. 

 In 46 countries, women now hold more than 30 per cent of seats in national 

parliament in at least one chamber. 

 Only 52 per cent of women married or in a union freely make their own 

decisions about sexual relations, contraceptive use and health care. 

 Globally, women are just 13 per cent of agricultural land holders. 

 Women in Northern Africa hold less than one in five paid jobs in the non-

agricultural sector. The proportion of women in paid employment outside 

the agriculture sector has increased from 35 per cent in 1990 to 41 per cent 

in 2015. 

 More than 100 countries have taken action to track budget allocations for 

gender equality. 

 In Southern Asia, a girl’s risk of marrying in childhood has dropped by over 

40% since 2000. 
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 1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services 

 3 in 10 people lack access to safely managed drinking water services and 6 

in 10 people lack access to safely managed sanitation facilities. 

 At least 892 million people continue to practice open defecation. 

 Women and girls are responsible for water collection in 80 per cent of 

households without access to water on premises. 

 Between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of the global population using an 

improved drinking water source has increased from 76 per cent to 90 per 

cent 

 Water scarcity affects more than 40 per cent of the global population and is 

projected to rise. Over 1.7 billion people are currently living in river basins 

where water use exceeds recharge. 

 2.4 billion people lack access to basic sanitation services, such as toilets or 

latrines 

 More than 80 per cent of wastewater resulting from human activities is 

discharged into rivers or sea without any pollution removal 

 Each day, nearly 1,000 children die due to preventable water and sanitation-

related diarrheal diseases 

 Approximately 70 per cent of all water abstracted from rivers, lakes and 

aquifers is used for irrigation 

 Floods and other water-related disasters account for 70 per cent of all deaths 

related to natural disasters 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-04-2019-1-in-4-health-care-facilities-lacks-basic-water-services-unicef-who
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Energy is central to nearly every major challenge and opportunity the world faces 

today. Be it for jobs, security, climate change, food production or increasing 

incomes, access to energy for all is essential. Working towards this goal is 

especially important as it interlinks with other Sustainable Development Goals. 

Focusing on universal access to energy, increased energy efficiency and the 

increased use of renewable energy through new economic and job opportunities is 

crucial to creating more sustainable and inclusive communities and resilience to 

environmental issues like climate change. 

 13% of the global population still lacks access to modern electricity. Slightly 

less than 1 billion people are functioning without electricity. 

 3 billion people rely on wood, coal, charcoal or animal waste for cooking 

and heating 

 Energy is the dominant contributor to climate change, accounting for around 

60 per cent of total global greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Indoor air pollution from using combustible fuels for household energy 

caused 4.3 million deaths in 2012, with women and girls accounting for 6 

out of every 10 of these. 

 The share of renewable energy in final energy consumption has reached 

17.5% in 2015. However, the challenge is far from being solved and there 

needs to be more access to clean fuel and technology 
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Sustainable economic growth will require societies to create the conditions that 

allow people to have quality jobs that stimulate the economy while not harming the 

environment. Job opportunities and decent working conditions are also required for 

the whole working age population. There needs to be increased access to financial 

services to manage incomes, accumulate assets and make productive investments. 

Increased commitments to trade, banking and agriculture infrastructure will also 

help increase productivity and reduce unemployment levels in the world’s most 

impoverished regions. 

 Roughly half the world’s population still lives on the equivalent of about 

US$2 a day 

 The global unemployment rate in 2017 was 5.6%, down from 6.4% in 2000. 

 Globally, 61% of all workers were engaged in informal employment in 

2016. Excluding the agricultural sector, 51% of all workers fell into this 

employment category. 

 Men earn 12.5% more than women in 40 out of 45 countries with data. 

 The global gender pay gap stands at 23 per cent globally and without 

decisive action, it will take another 68 years to achieve equal pay. Women’s 

labor force participation rate is 63 per cent while that of men is 94 per cent. 

 Despite their increasing presence in public life, women continue to do 2.6 

times the unpaid care and domestic work that men do. 

 470 million jobs are needed globally for new entrants to the labor market 

between 2016 and 2030. 
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 Basic infrastructure like roads, information and communication technologies, 

sanitation, electrical power and water remains scarce in many developing 

countries 

 16% of the global population does not have access to mobile broadband 

networks. 

 For many African countries, particularly the lower-income countries, the 

existent constraints regarding infrastructure affect firm productivity by around 

40 per cent. 

 The global share of manufacturing value added in GDP increased from 15.2% 

in 2005 to 16.3% in 2017, driven by the fast growth of manufacturing in Asia. 

 Industrialization’s job multiplication effect has a positive impact on society. 

Every job in manufacturing creates 2.2 jobs in other sectors. 

 Small and medium-sized enterprises that engage in industrial processing and 

manufacturing are the most critical for the early stages of industrialization and 

are typically the largest job creators. They make up over 90 per cent of business 

worldwide and account for between 50-60 per cent of employment. 

 Least developed countries have immense potential for industrialization in food 

and beverages (agro-industry), and textiles and garments, with good prospects 

for sustained employment generation and higher productivity 

 Middle-income countries can benefit from entering the basic and fabricated 

metals industries, which offer a range of products facing rapidly growing 

international demand 

 In developing countries, barely 30 per cent of agricultural production 

undergoes industrial processing. In high-income countries, 98 per cent is 

processed. This suggests that there are great opportunities for developing 

countries in agribusiness. 
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The international community has made significant strides towards lifting people 

out of poverty.  However, inequality persists and large disparities remain regarding 

access to health and education services and other assets. 

There is growing consensus that economic growth is not sufficient to reduce 

poverty if it is not inclusive and if it does not involve the three dimensions of 

sustainable development – economic, social and environmental.  

To reduce inequality, policies should be universal in principle, paying attention to 

the needs of disadvantaged and marginalized populations. Also, innovations in 

technology can help reduce the cost of transferring money for migrant workers. 

 In 2016, over 64.4% of products exported by the least developed countries to 

world markets faced zero tariffs, an increase of 20% since 2010. 

 Evidence from developing countries shows that children in the poorest 20 

per cent of the populations are still up to three times more likely to die 

before their fifth birthday than children in the richest quintiles. 

 Social protection has been significantly extended globally, yet persons with 

disabilities are up to five times more likely than average to incur 

catastrophic health expenditures. 

 Despite overall declines in maternal mortality in most developing countries, 

women in rural areas are still up to three times more likely to die while 

giving birth than women living in urban centers. 

 Up to 30 per cent of income inequality is due to inequality within 

households, including between women and men. Women are also more 

likely than men to live below 50 per cent of the median income 
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Cities are hubs for ideas, commerce, culture, science, productivity, social 

development and much more. At their best, cities have enabled people to advance 

socially and economically. Common urban challenges include congestion, lack of 

funds to provide basic services, a shortage of adequate housing, declining 

infrastructure and rising air pollution within cities. 

 Half of humanity – 3.5 billion people – lives in cities today and 5 billion 

people are projected to live in cities by 2030. 

 95 per cent of urban expansion in the next decades will take place in 

developing world 

 883 million people live in slums today and most them are found in Eastern 

and South-Eastern Asia. 

 The world’s cities occupy just 3 per cent of the Earth’s land, but account for 

60-80 per cent of energy consumption and 75 per cent of carbon emissions. 

 Rapid urbanization is exerting pressure on fresh water supplies, sewage, the 

living environment, and public health 

 As of 2016, 90% of urban dwellers have been breathing unsafe air, resulting 

in 4.2 million deaths due to ambient air pollution. More than half of the 

global urban population were exposed to air pollution levels at least 2.5 

times higher than the safety standard. 

  



14 

 

 

Facts and Figures 

 Should the global population reach 9.6 billion by 2050, the equivalent of 

almost three planets could be required to provide the natural resources 

needed to sustain current lifestyles. 

 With rises in the use of non-metallic minerals within infrastructure and 

construction, there has been significant improvement in the material 

standard of living. The per capita “material footprint” of developing 

countries increased from 5 metric tons in 2000 to 9 metric tons in 2017. 

 93% of the world’s 250 largest companies are now reporting on 

sustainability. 

Water 

1. Less than 3 per cent of the world’s water is fresh (drinkable), of which 2.5 

per cent is frozen in the Antarctica, Arctic and glaciers. Humanity must 

therefore rely on 0.5 per cent for all of man’s ecosystem’s and fresh water 

needs. 

2. Humankind is polluting water in rivers and lakes faster than nature can 

recycle and purify 

3. More than 1 billion people still do not have access to fresh water. 

4. Excessive use of water contributes to the global water stress. 

5. Water is free from nature but the infrastructure needed to deliver it is 

expensive. 
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Energy 

 If people worldwide switched to energy efficient lightbulbs, the world would 

save US$120 billion annually. 

 Despite technological advances that have promoted energy efficiency gains, 

energy use in OECD countries will continue to grow another 35 per cent by 

2020. Commercial and residential energy use is the second most rapidly 

growing area of global energy use after transport. 

 In 2002 the motor vehicle stock in OECD countries was 550 million vehicles 

(75 per cent of which were personal cars). A 32 per cent increase in vehicle 

ownership is expected by 2020. At the same time, motor vehicle kilometers 

are projected to increase by 40 per cent and global air travel is projected to 

triple in the same period. 

 Households consume 29 per cent of global energy and consequently 

contribute to 21 per cent of resultant CO2 emissions. 

 The share of renewable energy in final energy consumption has reached 

17.5% in 2015. 

Food 

 While substantial environmental impacts from food occur in the production 

phase (agriculture, food processing), households influence these impacts 

through their dietary choices and habits. This consequently affects the 

environment through food-related energy consumption and waste 

generation. 

 Each year, an estimated 1/3 of all food produced – equivalent to 1.3 billion 

tons worth around $1 trillion – ends up rotting in the bins of consumers and 

retailers, or spoiling due to poor transportation and harvesting practices 

 2 billion people globally are overweight or obese. 

 Land degradation, declining soil fertility, unsustainable water use, 

overfishing and marine environment degradation are all lessening the ability 

of the natural resource base to supply food. 

 The food sector accounts for around 30 per cent of the world’s total energy 

consumption and accounts for around 22 per cent of total Greenhouse Gas 

emissions. 
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 As of April 2018, 175 parties had ratified the Paris Agreement and 168 parties 

had communicated their first nationally determined contributions to the UN 

framework convention on Climate Change Secretariat. 

 As of April 2018, 10 developing countries had successfully completed and 

submitted their first iteration of their national adaptation plans for responding 

to climate change. 

 Developed country parties continue to make progress towards the goal of 

jointly mobilizing $100 billion annually by 2020 for mitigation actions. 

 From 1880 to 2012, average global temperature increased by 0.85°C. To put 

this into perspective, for each 1 degree of temperature increase, grain yields 

decline by about 5 per cent. Maize, wheat and other major crops have 

experienced significant yield reductions at the global level of 40 megatons per 

year between 1981 and 2002 due to a warmer climate. 

 From 1901 to 2010, the global average sea level rose by 19 cm. The Arctic’s 

sea ice extent has shrunk in every successive decade since 1979, with 1.07 

million km² of ice loss every decade. The world’s oceans will warm and ice 

melt will continue. Most aspects of climate change will persist for many 

centuries even if emissions are stopped 

 Given current concentrations and on-going emissions of greenhouse gases, it is 

likely that by the end of this century, the increase in global temperature will 

exceed 1.5°C compared to 1850 to 1900. 

 Global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) have increased by almost 50 per 

cent since 1990 

 Emissions grew more quickly between 2000 and 2010 than in each of the three 

previous decades 

 It is still possible, using a wide array of technological measures and changes in 

behavior, to limit the increase in global mean temperature to two degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial levels 



17 

 

 

 Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth’s surface, contain 97 per cent of the 

Earth’s water, and represent 99 per cent of the living space on the planet by 

volume. 

 Over three billion people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their 

livelihoods. 

 Globally, the market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is 

estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 per cent of global GDP. 

 Oceans contain nearly 200,000 identified species, but actual numbers may 

lie in the millions. 

 Oceans absorb about 30 per cent of carbon dioxide produced by humans, 

buffering the impacts of global warming. 

 Oceans serve as the world’s largest source of protein, with more than 3 

billion people depending on the oceans as their primary source of protein 

 Marine fisheries directly or indirectly employ over 200 million people. 

 Subsidies for fishing are contributing to the rapid depletion of many fish 

species and are preventing efforts to save and restore global fisheries and 

related jobs, causing ocean fisheries to generate US$50 billion less per year 

than they could. 

 Open Ocean sites show current levels of acidity have increased by 26 per 

cent since the start of the Industrial Revolution. 

 Coastal waters are deteriorating due to pollution and eutrophication. Without 

concerted efforts, coastal eutrophication is expected to increase in 20 percent 

of large marine ecosystems by 2050. 
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Forests 
 Around 1.6 billion people depend on forests for their livelihood, including 70 

million indigenous people. 

 Forests are home to more than 80 per cent of all terrestrial species of animals, 

plants and insects. 

 Between 2010 and 2015, the world lost 3.3 million hectares of forest areas. 

Poor rural women are especially affected by their depletion. 

Desertification 
 52 per cent of the land used for agriculture is affected by soil degradation. 

 Arable land loss is estimated at 30 to 35 times the historical rate 

 Due to drought and desertification, 12 million hectares are lost each year. 

Within one year, 20 million tons of grain could have been grown. 

 74 per cent of the poor are directly affected by land degradation globally. 

Biodiversity 
 Illicit poaching and trafficking of wildlife continues to thwart conservation 

efforts, with nearly 7,000 species of animals and plants reported in illegal trade 

involving 120 countries. 

 Of the 8,300 animal breeds known, 8 per cent are extinct and 22 per cent are at 

risk of extinction. Of the over 80,000 tree species, less than 1 per cent have 

been studied for potential use. 

 Fish provide 20 per cent of animal protein to about 3 billion people. Only ten 

species provide about 30 per cent of marine capture fisheries and ten species 

provide about 50 per cent of aquaculture production. 

 Over 80 per cent of the human diet is provided by plants. Only three cereal 

crops – rice, maize and wheat – provide 60 per cent of energy intake. 

 As many as 80 per cent of people living in rural areas in developing countries 

rely on traditional plant-‐based medicines for basic healthcare. 
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 The institutions most affected by corruption are the judiciary and police. 

 Corruption, bribery, theft and tax evasion cost some US$ 1.26 trillion for 

developing countries per year. 

 Birth registration has occurred for 73 per cent of children under 5, but only 

46% of Sub-Saharan Africa have had their births registered. 

 Approximately 28.5 million primary school age who are out of school live in 

conflict-affected areas. 

 The rule of law and development have a significant interrelation and are 

mutually reinforcing, making it essential for sustainable development.  

 The proportion of prisoners held in detention without sentencing has 

remained almost constant in the last decade, at 31% of all prisoners. 

Violence against children 

 Violence against children affects more than 1 billion children around the 

world and costs societies up to US$ 7 trillion a year. 

 50% of the world’s children experience violence every year. 

 Every 5 minutes, somewhere in the world, a child is killed by violence 

 1 in 10 children is sexually abused before the age of 18. 

 9 in 10 children live in countries where corporal punishment is not fully 

prohibited, leaving 732 million children without legal protection. 

 1 in 3 internet users worldwide is a child and 800 million of them use social 

media. Any child can become a victim of online violence. 

 Child online sexual abuse reports to NCMEC has grown from 1 million in 

2014 to 45 million in 2018. 

 246 million children are affected by school-related violence each year. 

 1 in 3 students has been bullied by their peers at school in the last month, 

and at least 1 in 10 children have experienced cyberbullying. 
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A successful sustainable development agenda requires partnerships between 

governments, the private sector and civil society. These inclusive partnerships built 

upon principles and values, a shared vision, and shared goals that place people and 

the planet at the centre, are needed at the global, regional, national and local level. 

 Official development assistance stood at US$ 146.6 billion in 2017. This 

represents a decrease of 0.6 per cent in real terms over 2016. 

 79 per cent of imports from developing countries enter developed countries 

duty-free 

 The debt burden on developing countries remains stable at about 3 per cent 

of export revenue 

 The number of Internet users in Africa almost doubled in the past four years 

 30 per cent of the world’s youth are digital natives, active online for at least 

five years 

 But more four billion people do not use the Internet, and 90 per cent of them 

are from the developing world 


